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Cultural Vision Statement

The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George is recognized locally, provincially and nationally for the high 
quality and diversity of its cultural offerings.

Residents in large numbers attend the events and facilities and are active in telling visitors to the region 
about the cultural activities offered throughout the Regional District. Both domestic and international  
cultural tourists have put the Regional District on their lists of places to visit, creating significant positive 
economic impact within the Regional District. 

The cultural institutions and events are experiencing sustained growth due to cultural groups working 
together collaboratively and cooperatively in planning and developing institutions and events. The cultural 
vibrancy of the region has resulted in new businesses locating in the Regional District and existing  
businesses and institutions are able to attract a qualified work force.
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Introduction

The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George’s Cultural Plan for 2023 to 2027 was produced in 2022 to  
provide funding and support to eight regional museums, galleries and historic sites. That certainty and  
stability allows these cultural sites to plan their work more effectively and to continue to enrich our  
communities through history, art and science. 

The cultural sites — in Mackenzie, Prince George, McBride and Valemount — give local residents and 
visitors the opportunity to learn about the region’s past, help celebrate and interpret community milestones, 
and entertain and educate.
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Cultural Sites 2023 2022 Change 
Visitors 100,896 93,183 +8.3%
Est. outreach contacts 28,478 24,589 +15.8%
Memberships 1,928 1,055 +82.7%
Jobs (full and part time) 85 69 +23.2%
Seasonal employees 41 31 +32.3%
School children visits 9,764 8,785 +11.1%
Volunteers 216 184 +17.4%
Volunteer hours 13,565 7,500 +80.9%
Artifacts, images etc. donated* 553 484 +14.3%

Visitor Info Centres 2023 2022 Change
Mackenzie 5,954 7,774 -23.4%
McBride 13,533 17,831 -24.1%
Prince George* 5,904 5,713 +3.3%
Valemount 13,076 13,121 -0.3%

*Visitors TPG engaged with at the VIC, or during events or pop ups



Provincial tourism at a glance
BC Ferry Traffic
214,674 people took the inside passage and Haida Gwaii routes, up 11% from 193,888 people in 2022.

Highway Volume
On Route 97, from Marguerite Ferry Crossing Road N, Destination BC reports 1,098,756 people traveled 
through, down from 1,125,45 in 2022 – though the November data is missing from that total. 1,139,299 
traveled Route 16 east of Tete Jaune Cache, down from 1,328,863 in 2022 – however, once again, the 
November and December figures are missing from the 2023 total.

Airport Passenger Volume
Prince George International Airport had 412,439 passengers in 2023, up 13% from 2022’s 364,663 
passengers.

Estimated Room Revenue 
Prince George’s annual hotel room revenue was $69,224,000, an increase of 10% over 2022’s estimated 
$62,924,000 revenue.

Cultural sites’ performance at a glance
As a whole, visitor attendance at the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George’s eight funded cultural sites 
continued to climb in 20203 from the pandemic lows of 2020 and 2021. This year was the first since the 
pandemic took hold that all restrictions were lifted and it was truly business as usual for a full year.

Overall visitation was up by over 7,000 people compared to 2022 – however only five of the eight sites saw 
more visitors this year than last year.

More people spent much more time volunteering at the cultural sites this year, 216 volunteers contributed over 
13,500 hours in 2023, 81% more hours than in 2022.

The leadership, staff and volunteers at the Exploration Place, Two Rivers Gallery, Central BC Railway and 
Forestry Museum, Huble Homestead, Mackenzie and District Museum, Valley Museum and Archives, Whistle 
Stop Gallery, and Valemount Museum and Archives continue to support the cultural experience in the Regional 
District of Fraser-Fort George.
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•  promoting the eight sites funded by the  
   Regional District of Fraser-Fort George,  
   with financial partners Barkerville Historic  
   Town and Park and Fort St. James   
   National Historic Site

•  first launched in 2008 as the Golden  
   Raven and re-branded to Northern Routes  
   Cultural Experience in 2018

Northern Routes



Northern Routes  
Cultural Marketing Program
Like many of the cultural sites, Northern Routes had a return to normal from the COVID-19 pandemic in 
2023, unimpacted by any sort of restrictions or mandates. This year’s total expenses came in at $52,192 – 
substantially higher than 2022’s $29,000 spent.

The Northern Routes Facebook account was primarily used to share and boost the ten sites’ evets and 
posts. Instagram reels were used for the “Remember When” campaign, which was designed to help visitors 
rediscover each of the sites.

Google Ads helped drive traffic to the Northern Routes website, which performed well over the peak summer 
months:

•  June: 882 clicks, 85,424 impressions 
•  July: 988 clicks, 84,954 impressions 
•  August: 1,082 clicks, 81,465 impressions 
•  September: 918 clicks, 80,467 impressions

Northern Routes’ partnership with Tourism Prince George’s Route 16 marketing program continued in 2023, 
and a new partnership with the Northern BC Tourism Association was struck for content collection in McBride, 
Prince George, Mackenzie, and Fort St. James.

This included a multi-day video and photo shoot, which will be used for years to come in co-op marketing 
campaigns. 

The Discovery Pass was offered once again in 2023, which allows general admission for four adults or children 
in a two week loan period. The passes are loaned out by public libraries across the Regional District, and in 
Wells and Quesnel.

Another photoshoot in the Robson Valley is planned for 2024, and seasonal marketing campaigns will resume 
as normal. Northern Routes will continue to partner with Tourism PG and the Northern BC Tourism Association 
Go North RV Co-op group.
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2023 2022 Change
Visitors 47,351 38,390 +23.3%
Train passengers 4,953 9,543 -48.1%
Memberships* 1,526 694 +120.0%
Full-time employees 41 23 +78.3%
Volunteers 5 2 +150%
Volunteer hours 8,574 1,357 +531.8%
Admission revenue $287,449 $80,343 +257.8%
RDFFG grant $843,000 $800,000 +5.4%
Other grants $743,671 $1,358,810 -45.3%
Total operating budget $3,204,691 $2,809,863 +14.0%

*7,086 individual members. Increase accounts for free memberships to all 
 Lheidli T’enneh members.



The Exploration Place
2023 Highlights
One year removed from its major pandemic renovation, the Exploration Place was back to business in 2023. 
The new-look Exploration Place was recognized with numerous accolades this year, including the Canadian 
Association of Science Centres CASCADE Award (for projects conducted by organizations with an annual 
operating budget of $1,000,000+), for their Living Evolution renovation project.

They also received the Prince George Citizen’s award for Favourite Tourist Attraction, and were named a 
finalist for the Prince George Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence Award for Leaders in Community 
Organizations and Nonprofits.

The award they took the most pride in was the 2023 BC Reconciliation Award, given by the BC Achievement 
Foundation and the Office of the Lieutenant Governor to The Exploration Place and the Lheidli T’enneh First 
Nation, which acknowledged the two groups’ work towards reconciliation. Part of that partnership with the 
Lheidli T’enneh led to construction starting on a new childcare centre, which is expected to open in 2025.

There were notable individual achievements as well – Curator Alyssa Leier was named one of the Prince 
George Chamber of Commerce’s Top Figures Under 40 and Tracy Calogheros celebrated her 20th anniversary 
as Exploration Place CEO in November.

With the new facility came new programs and events, including Origins Teaching Kitchen’s Build a Northern 
BC Beer Advent Calendar events, Valentine’s Day Build a Grazing Board classes, and new school programs 
like the Nechako White Sturgeon program. Origins Kitchen’s catering program was also considered an 
overwhelming success, it grew to exceed capacity in 2023.

The returning Science Alliance summer day camps were the first in-person day camps since 2019 and were 
met with overwhelmingly positive reviews from parents and guardians.

Onsite school programs returned in 2023, bolstered by an $80,000 grant from the Drax Foundation which 
enabled the Exploration Place to welcome all regional school groups for free – significantly expanding potential 
reach and impact.
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Five traveling exhibits made stops at the Exploration Place this year: 

•	 Arctic Voices (Science North)

•	 World War Women (Canadian War Museum)

•	 Lumen (Sherbrooke Museum of Nature & Science)

•	 Land of Thundering Snow (Revelstoke Museum)

•	 Our Climate Quest (Science North)

•	 Broken Promises (Nikkei National Museum & Cultural Centre)

A new strategic plan, titled Convergence, was also adopted and will guide the museum into its 70th anniversary 
in 2028. A new membership database and ticketing system was implemented in 2023, which allowed for 
people to buy their tickets to the Exploration Place online, and implemented museum gift cards.

2024 plans
Despite school groups being able to attend for free in 2023, the number of school program attendees fell by 
nearly half year-over-year (1,357 in 2022 to 697 in 2023).They plan to enhance school programs in 2024 by 
making them more current, engaging and linked to curriculum. Climate science education is one of the areas 
that will be developed, which will include a program tailored to high school students. The Exploration Place is 
also incorporating new daily demonstrations for visitors to enjoy.

Curational programming enhancements are also on the way, aimed at extending reach and impact across the 
region. This is to both increase revenue and improve community engagement.

Origins Kitchen will also see improvements targeted at adult audiences.

Two national exhibits will be featured at the Exploration Place this year – Refuge Canada from the Canadian 
Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 and Earth in Focus from Ingenium. The George Phillips Exhibit Gallery will 
have in-house developed exhibits for the rest of the year, including Spirit Bear and Children Make History, 
offered in collaboration with Carrier Sekani Family Services and the First Nations Child and Family Caring 
Society. This exhibit is based on the true story of how children of all diversities stood, and continue to stand, 
with First Nations children, youth and adults to address inequalities in First Nations children’s services. It 
features puppets and sets from the Spirit Bear films and books set on Lheidli T’enneh First Nation territory.

The Ted Williams History Centre will be redeveloped to reflect the diverse, often under-represented groups 
affected by colonialism by telling the stories of the contributions of various societies to the region's post-contact 
development.

After celebrating her 20th anniversary as CEO of the museum in 2022, Tracy Calogheros is retiring in 2023. 
While saddened by her departure, the Exploration Place is also excited by the new directions and fresh 
perspectives that a new leader will bring.

The Exploration Place team, encompassing our Board of Trustees, members and dedicated staff, extends our 
gratitude to the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George for its unwavering support. This support has been a 
cornerstone in our growth and success and solidifies the Museum’s position as Northern BC’s largest cultural 
institution. We acknowledge and deeply appreciate the Regional District's commitment to recognizing and 
bolstering the vital role of arts and culture in our communities. 



Two Rivers Gallery
2023 highlights
It was a year of fresh starts for the Two Rivers Gallery. George Harris took on the role of Executive Director 
and Ehsan Mohammadi became the curator in December. Business returned to normal this year after the 
damage from the gallery fire in July 2022 was repaired.

The restored exhibition space was opened with Jose Luis Torres' exhibition ‘Transition,’ a purpose-built 
installation that addresses themes around displacement and Immigration. Le Cercle des Canadiens Français 
de Prince George gave a hand on opening night and live translated the French artist’s speech. This exhibition 
required household goods and furniture; they were donated to people in need in the community after the 
exhibit’s close.

Erin Stagg's Otipemisewak, which had been formerly presented as part of the Galleria program, circulated 
throughout the Regional District to museums in Valemount, Mackenzie and McBride. 

Imagination on the Move helped connect the Gallery to nine schools and 1,100+ students in the region, and 
the BMO community art days brought together around 7,000 people from across the region. This is in addition 
to Two Rivers’ regular year-round children and adult programs.

Two Rivers Art Gallery took part in the National Day for Indigenous Peoples, National Day of Truth and 
Reconciliation, and other outreach programs in 2023.

Some other notable galleries and events hosted in 2023 include:

•	 Nonreturnables – an exhibit on the challenge of plastic

•	 Dismantled Worlds – exploring consumerism, pollution, and other topical issues

•	 Plastic expo – included a special tour with UNBC scientists

•	 Inspiring Women Among Us – featuring a special talk from Vivek Shraya
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2023 2022 Change
Visitors 14,531 17,269 -15.9%
Memberships 214 217 -1.4%
Volunteers 44 6 +633.3%
Volunteer hours 452 243 +86.0%
Admission revenue - - -
Fundraising events -$4,900 $10,267 -147.7%
Gift shop sales $54,475 $36,718 +48.4%
RDFFG grant $551,200 $520,000 +6.0%
Other grants $503,949 $638,909 -21.1%
Total operating budget $1,271,757 $1,500,046 -15.2%



2024 plans
A robust series of exhibitions are on the way to Two Rivers Art Gallery in 2024, including ‘Knock Knock: Art 
Humour and Meaning’ that features work by Brendan Lee Satish Tang, Diana Thorneycroft, Wei Li, and JHin-
me Yoon, exhibitions from the permanent collection of Ukrainian artist Mykola Zhuravel, and most notably, 
‘Marking Time: Art in the Age of Mass Incarceration,’ a collaboration with UNBC and the biggest exhibition in 
the gallery’s history. This exhibition will last for six months and will feature a broad range of programs, both 
virtual and online that examine aspects of the American and Canadian legal systems. In particular it draws 
attention to the Black, Latinx, Indigenous and impoverished populations that form the majority of incarcerated 
people in the US and to the systemic forms of discrimination that make it so.

This year, Emily Wilson’s exhibit - focused on the Yellowhead Highway and life along it - will take a tour through 
other galleries in the Regional District.

Imagination on the Move will visit another nine schools, addressing themes of community and self-identity. Two 
Rivers will host the BC Museums Association Conference from September 24 to 27.

Another fresh start for 2024, Jessica Endress joined the team as the new Director of Learning and 
Engagement.
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Central BC Railway and Forestry Museum
2023 highlights
It was a busy year behind the scenes for the Central BC Railway and Forestry Museum. Over 237 volunteer 
hours were dedicated to the museum’s archival inventory project, which was in its fourth year. Over those four 
years, 4,112 archival items have been categorized and reconnected – not including duplicates.

The museum has also been working on a backlog accessioning project since 2021. So far, 173 accumulated 
and stored items have been accessioned. All accessioned items have been recorded into a publicly accessible 
online database and then stored and labeled for preservation and easy access.

In addition, 444 new artifacts were registered into the museum’s permanent collection, bringing the overall 
number to 3,072. There are an estimated 400 more artifacts waiting to be registered.

Their artifact maintenance project ensured the interior preservation and preparation for the summer season of 
22 historic buildings and rail cars.

Restoration work was completed on the Historic Penny Station with the exterior cement stucco washed by 
hand. This was to ensure no further damage by physical means or by water seepage, and to prepare the 
stucco for the best possible adhesion when it undergoes repair and new paint is applied. 

Various other maintenance projects on buildings and outdoor spaces were completed in 2023.

The Railway and Forestry Museum completed plenty of public-facing work as well. Their gallery exhibitions 
rotate through on a quarterly schedule and the second quarter is reserved for a community art exhibition. This 
year’s exhibit featured the Prince George Photographic Society multi-artist show ABANDONED. Marketing 
expenses were covered by the museum, and most of the art on display was auctioned off with 70% of the 
proceeds for the artists and 30% going towards the museum’s collections maintenance.

The gallery’s third quarter is reserved for a student-led exhibition and in 2023, the Curator and students 
researched, wrote, designed and presented Weathering Wildfires, an exhibit on forest fire fighting in the 
Northern BC.

The Penny Station had a permanent interpretive display installed, which is about the community and 
industry life of the community. It is a case study of life and community in small industry towns of the north. 
Many residents can see their own family history represented within this display, and far-ranging tourists are 
introduced to an example of community and identity formation in Northern BC.



2023 saw 18 school tours, 12 daycare visits, 16 cheesemaking workshops, 23 facility rentals, 14 birthday 
parties and several mental health buddy check coffees for veterans and first responders.

The Pumpkin Express Halloween event and Celebration of Lights were two more successful public events that 
took place outside of the prime summer season.

The CBCRFM attended many off-site events with its Cottonwood Minitrain, a portable miniature train set that 
people can take a short ride on.

Programming revenue increased over pre-COVID numbers in 2023.

2024 plans
2024 will begin with an art exhibit in collaboration with the Federation of Canadian Artists.

The CBCRFM also aims to complete the restoration of an historical PGE Caboose, a roof on the Cat Car and 
construct barrier fences that will assist in defining public facing spaces.

Funding was secured for 17 summer students to work at the museum. These students will focus on: 

•	 school and public tours
•	 constructing event props for annual events
•	 assisting with events and social media 
•	 cleaning several rail cars and buildings
•	 researching, writing and executing an exhibit based on simple machines 
•	 cataloguing, packing and storing a large collection 
•	 constructing a forest garden, pruning trees in the urban orchard and maintaining multiple gardens and 

the eight acre grounds 

Young Canada Works funding will allow for a programming assistant to help develop three programs: Fire 
Fighting and Forestry, Resources and the Environment, and A History of Railway Gardens. These are to be 
completed by March 2025.

The minitrain is growing in popularity as it is seen at more and more events and will be even busier in 2024 
across the Regional District and beyond.

2023 2022 Change
Visitors 18,382 15,191 +21%
Memberships 56 53 +5.7%
Volunteers 50 107 -53.3%
Volunteer Hours 2,212 3,575 -38.1%
Admission revenue $53,173 $44,343 +20.0%
Fundraising revenue $58,693 $55,974 +4.9%
Gift Shop & food sales $42,206 $32,758 +28.8%
RDFFG grant $217,300 $205,000 +6.0%
Other grants $114,563 $32,152 +256.3%
Total operating budget $698,396 $606,994 +15.1%
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2023 2022 Change
Visitors 7945 5,709 +39.2%
Memberships 53 38 +39.4%
Volunteers 87 35 +148.6%
Volunteer hours 890 378 +135.5%
Admission revenue $16,624 $12,550 +32.5%
Fundraising revenue $4,429 $886 +399.9%
General store revenue $40,911 $29,252 +39.9%
RDFFG grant $217,300 $205,000 +6.0%
Total grant revenue $306,360 $315,289 -2.8%
Total operating budget $385,415 $414,784 -7.1%



Huble Homestead
2023 highlights 
2023 marked a full return to normal from the COVID-19 pandemic for Huble Homestead. This meant all their 
normal annual events ran in full. The most popular event of the year was the Halloween Spooktacular, which 
brought over 1,000 visitors to Huble Homestead. The Kid’s Carnival saw nearly 600 visitors despite heavy 
wildfire smoke that had been blanketing the region for days up to and including the event.

Between events, the general store got a new coat of paint and two barn ramps were rebuilt. Huble Homestead 
also hired a new full-time permanent Curatorial Assistant and an Education Coordinator for the school year.

Their 2023 year topped 2022 in nearly every metric – visitation, memberships, volunteers, volunteer hours and 
revenue.

2024 plans 
Public, private and school group events are all planned for Huble Homestead’s 2024 season including:

•  Scavenger Sundays 
•  Sherlock Saturday / Sunday escape rooms, and Watson Weekend 
•  Dominion Day 
•  Kids’ Carnival 
•  Homestead Days 
•  Potato Festival 
•  Homicide on the Homestead 
•  Halloween Spooktacular

Unique to 2024, Huble Homestead is hoping to receive funding from a major digital grant application which 
would allow them to digitize and annotate the Huble diaries for the public. There are also plans to build a new 
storage shed in their back field to house equipment and building materials.
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2023 2022 Change
Visitors 429 466 -7.9%
Memberships 38 22 +72.7%
Volunteers 9 10 -10%
Volunteer hours 307 194 +58.2%
Admission revenue $555 $758 -26.8%
Fundraising revenue $1,682 $1,910 -11.9%
Gift Shop sales $1,556 $627 -59.7%
RDFFG grant $44,000 $39,000 +12.8%
Other grants $12,000 $22,748 -47.2%
Total operating budget $68,371 $71,995 -5.0%



Mackenzie and District Museum
2023 highlights
It is a time of change for the Mackenzie and District Museum. After receiving notice in July 2022 the Ernie 
Bodin Centre would be decommissioned and they would need to vacate by August 2024, the museum worked 
with Nordicity, a consulting firm specializing in arts and culture sector, to determine their best course of action. 
It was recommended that the museum works toward building a new location instead of trying to renovate the 
existing one or rent space.

The Mackenzie and District Museum participated in the Mackenzie Chamber of Commerce Trade Show, which 
helped to considerably increase gift store sales. They also fully digitized the Little Dipper Newspaper from 1974 
to 1976. 

2024 plans
The Museum is looking for a new permanent home and hopes to build one near the tree crusher. In the interim, 
the District of Mackenzie has given them a rent subsidy to help with the costs of their new temporary location 
that has opened on Mackenzie Boulevard.
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2023 2022 Change
Visitors 3,420 2,776 + 23.2%
Memberships 30 30 -
Volunteers 15 20 - 25.0%
Volunteer hours 400 600 - 33.3%
RDFFG grant $44,000 $39,000 +12.8%
Total operating budget $71,848 $75,879 -5.3%



Valley Museum and Archives
2023 highlights
The Valley Museum saw a significant rise in visitors and followers on social media over the last year. 664 more 
people visited the museum in 2023 over 2022, and their Facebook and Instagram pages gained nearly 300 
followers combined. With this came a significant increase in admission, donations, and merchandise sales.

The Valley Museum held the Everything Music exhibit from January until April, which included four live 
performances from local artists that doubled as fundraisers. May to September’s exhibit was called Fossils and 
Forms, which had four guest expert speakers present.

Erin Stagg’s Two Rivers Exhibit called Otipemiswak: The People Who Own Themselves also visited the Valley 
Museum in the fall. The exhibit is a series of twelve acrylic paintings that “capture the intangible spirit of the 
Metis culture” through stories of Stagg’s own family history. According to the Valley Museum, this exhibit was 
extremely popular and had 500 visitors.

Lyuba Milne, a local ceramic artist, held two workshops and three talks which were also well attended.

2024 plans
The Valley Museum has new exhibits and events planned for the upcoming season. This includes an exhibit 
on 100 years of telephones, a summer showcase highlighting traditional plants and symbiosis in the forest with 
speakers from Chun T’oh Whudujut to Tete Jaune, and an exhibit showcasing a local painting group and New 
Horizons Grant for Seniors Art Workshops.

They will also continue collaboration with schools, the library and other community groups like the local quilters’ 
guild. They will also be applying for gaming grant application to help with curatorial, community education and 
archival programs.
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2023 2022 Change 
Visitors* 7,094 12,052 -41.1%
Volunteers 6 4 +50%
Volunteer hours 730 640 +14.1%
Gift shop sales $51,439 $62,829 -18.1%
RDFFG grant $49,000 $44,000 +11.4%
Other grants $18,760 $25,457 -26.3%
Total operating budget $157,870 $169,891 -7.1%

*Record wildfire season contributed to lower attendance



The Whistle Stop Gallery
2023 highlights
2023’s wildfire season hampered some of the momentum that Whistle Stop Gallery gained coming out of 
the pandemic – posting their highest sales totals since 2008 in 2022. That being said, the gallery had many 
successes in various projects, activities and renovations in 2023.

Summer students returned to Whistle Stop Gallery and were involved in repainting a newly donated bike rack 
and yellow safety lines on the site’s concrete ramp. They also cared for a small garden on the track side of the 
station and installed rainbow themed art in public spaces to visually show the gallery’s dedication to inclusivity. 
As a part of their training, summer students toured the Valley Museum, Dunster Historic Train Station, 
Valemount Museum and Mount Robson History Exhibit.

Despite a smokey Canada Day, the event ran smoothly in partnership with the McBride Chamber, Library and 
the Old Aage Pensioners. The gallery also collaborated with the library on their Summer Fun Program and 
restarted the Tuesday Night Jam Session. Wednesday nights were reserved for Street Bingo games, and the 
gallery participated in Pioneer Days and Harvest Festival, hosted art workshops and welcomed new artists.

2024 plans
Whistle Stop Gallery secured a grant in 2023, which will be put to use in the summer and fall of 2024 to 
upgrade the station bathroom and lobby, and transform the existing parking lot into a permanent seating area 
and build a new parking lot on the side of the station.

They will also work on the Destination BC funded project ‘Robson Valley Stories, A Walk Through Living 
Memory’ with the McBride Visitor Centre, Valley Museum and Archives and Village of McBride. New lamp posts 
have been installed along McBride’s main street. Local artists will help the town design banners for the the 
posts illustrating stories that have shaped the community and adding to the public art for which the Robson 
Valley is known. Two illustrated benches will also be installed. This will add to the recent “beautification” of 
McBride effort, building on the murals, scale model solar system, painted fire hydrants and other public art 
initiatives that the Whistle Stop has been working on.

The gallery has also applied to the Canada Summer Jobs program to take on three more summer students.
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2023 2022 Change
Visitors* 1,744 1,330 +31.1%
Memberships 11 1 +1000%
Volunteers - 1 -
Volunteer hours - 5 -
Admission revenue $5,627 $3,756 +49.8%
Gift shop sales $3,930 $2,916 +34.8%
RDFFG grant $43,000 $43,000 -
Other grants - - -
Total operating budget $52,727 $50,339 +4.7%

*Site open seasonally from May 30 to September 30.



The Valemount Museum
2023 highlights 

The biggest change the Valemount Museum experienced in 2023 was behind the scenes when the Village of 
Valemount took over the operation in the off-season.

The museum was open daily from May 30 until September 30 from 10 am until 4:30 pm and attracted 1,744 
total visitors. Many were local or regional, but there were also a fair number from around the globe – including 
nearly 100 from Europe, and others from Eastern Canada, the United States, Mexico, Asia and Australia.

The Valemount Museum ran three successful events over the 2023 season – Canada Day, the Children's 
Program, and a travelling exhibit from Two Rivers Gallery.

Canada Day brought around 300 people out to celebrate – among them, Mayor Owen Torgerson, Councilor 
Pearson, MLA Shirley Bond, and RDFFG Electoral Area Director Dannielle Alan. The celebration included a 
pancake breakfast provided by the Legion, music, cake and kids activities like a scavenger hunt, wheelbarrow 
race, sack race, balloon race and face painting.

17 kids were also signed up for learning, games and crafts across seven other days of children’s programming.

Erin Stagg’s Otipemiswak: The People Who Own Themselves was the visiting Two Rivers exhibit. The exhibit 
is a series of twelve acrylic paintings that “capture the intangible spirit of the Metis culture” through stories 
of Stagg’s own family history. Valemount Museum hosted this exhibit from August 16 to September 22 and 
had 532 visitors stop by to take a look. Stagg also held an acrylic landscape painting workshop during the 
exhibition.

2024 plans
Two big projects await the Valemount Museum in 2024: organizing and digitizing the archives and collections 
room. While a huge task, it will help with the organizational structure and information requests once completed.

The same three events that were held in 2023 are planned again for 2024.
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g 

m
ea

su
re

s 
is

 s
uf

fic
ie

nt
 to

 e
lim

in
at

e 
cu

rre
nt

 li
ne

 o
f

cr
ed

it 
an

d 
op

er
at

in
g 

ca
sh

 f
lo

w
 s

ho
rtf

al
ls

 a
nd

 r
et

ur
n 

th
e 

So
ci

et
y 

to
 p

os
iti

ve
 c

as
h 

flo
w

s 
go

in
g

fo
rw

ar
d.

Th
e 

ac
co

m
pa

ny
in

g 
fin

an
ci

al
 

st
at

em
en

ts
 

do
 

no
t 

in
cl

ud
e 

an
y 

ad
ju

st
m

en
ts

 
re

la
tin

g 
to

 
th

e
re

co
ve

ra
bi

lit
y 

of
 a

ss
et

s 
an

d 
to

 t
he

 r
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

of
 a

ss
et

 a
nd

 li
ab

ilit
y 

am
ou

nt
s 

th
at

 m
ig

ht
 b

e
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

sh
ou

ld
 th

e 
So

ci
et

y 
be

 u
na

bl
e 

to
 c

on
tin

ue
 it

s 
op

er
at

io
ns

.
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ec
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02
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3.
A

cc
ou

nt
in

g 
po

lic
ie

s 
an

d 
ge

ne
ra

l i
nf

or
m

at
io

n

Th
e 

So
ci

et
y 

ap
pl

ie
s 

th
e 

C
an

ad
ia

n 
ac

co
un

tin
g 

st
an

da
rd

s 
fo

r n
ot

-fo
r-p

ro
fit

 o
rg

an
iz

at
io

ns
.

(a
)

R
ev

en
ue

 re
co

gn
iti

on

Th
e 

So
ci

et
y 

fo
llo

w
s 

th
e 

de
fe

rra
l 

m
et

ho
d 

of
 

ac
co

un
tin

g 
fo

r 
co

nt
rib

ut
io

ns
. 

R
es

tri
ct

ed
co

nt
rib

ut
io

ns
 a

re
 r

ec
og

ni
ze

d 
as

 r
ev

en
ue

 i
n 

th
e 

ye
ar

 i
n 

w
hi

ch
 t

he
 r

el
at

ed
 e

xp
en

se
s 

ar
e

in
cu

rre
d.

 U
nr

es
tri

ct
ed

 c
on

tri
bu

tio
ns

 a
re

 re
co

gn
iz

ed
 a

s 
re

ve
nu

e 
w

he
n 

re
ce

iv
ed

 o
r r

ec
ei

va
bl

e
if 

th
e 

am
ou

nt
 t

o 
be

 r
ec

ei
ve

d 
ca

n 
be

 r
ea

so
na

bl
y 

es
tim

at
ed

 a
nd

 c
ol

le
ct

io
n 

is
 r

ea
so

na
bl

y
as

su
re

d.
 E

nd
ow

m
en

t c
on

tri
bu

tio
ns

 a
re

 re
co

gn
iz

ed
 a

s 
di

re
ct

 in
cr

ea
se

s 
in

 n
et

 a
ss

et
s.

R
es

tri
ct

ed
 i

nv
es

tm
en

t 
in

co
m

e 
is

 r
ec

og
ni

ze
d 

as
 r

ev
en

ue
 i

n 
th

e 
ye

ar
 i

n 
w

hi
ch

 t
he

 r
el

at
ed

ex
pe

ns
es

 a
re

 i
nc

ur
re

d.
 U

nr
es

tri
ct

ed
 i

nv
es

tm
en

t 
in

co
m

e 
is

 r
ec

og
ni

ze
d 

as
 r

ev
en

ue
 w

he
n

ea
rn

ed
.

Ex
te

rn
al

ly
 r

es
tri

ct
ed

 c
on

tri
bu

tio
ns

 f
or

 t
he

 p
ur

ch
as

e 
of

 t
an

gi
bl

e 
ca

pi
ta

l 
as

se
ts

 t
ha

t 
w

ill 
be

am
or

tiz
ed

 a
re

 re
co

rd
ed

 a
s 

de
fe

rre
d 

ca
pi

ta
l c

on
tri

bu
tio

ns
 a

nd
 re

co
gn

iz
ed

 a
s 

re
ve

nu
e 

on
 th

e
sa

m
e 

ba
si

s 
as

 t
he

 a
m

or
tiz

at
io

n 
ex

pe
ns

e 
re

la
te

d 
to

 t
he

 a
cq

ui
re

d 
ta

ng
ib

le
 c

ap
ita

l 
as

se
ts

.
Ex

te
rn

al
ly

 re
st

ric
te

d 
co

nt
rib

ut
io

ns
 fo

r t
he

 p
ur

ch
as

e 
of

 ta
ng

ib
le

 c
ap

ita
l a

ss
et

s 
th

at
 w

ill 
no

t b
e

am
or

tiz
ed

 a
re

 r
ec

og
ni

ze
d 

as
 d

ire
ct

 i
nc

re
as

es
 i

n 
ne

t 
as

se
ts

 t
o 

th
e 

In
ve

st
m

en
t 

in
 C

ap
ita

l
As

se
ts

 b
al

an
ce

.

(b
)

In
ve

nt
or

y

In
ve

nt
or

y 
is

 m
ea

su
re

d 
at

 th
e 

lo
w

er
 o

f c
os

t a
nd

 n
et

 re
al

iz
ab

le
 v

al
ue

. C
os

t i
s 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 o

n 
a

fir
st

-in
, f

irs
t-o

ut
 b

as
is

. C
os

t i
nc

lu
de

s 
al

l c
os

ts
 o

f p
ur

ch
as

e,
 d

ire
ct

 la
bo

ur
, v

ar
ia

bl
e 

an
d 

fix
ed

pr
od

uc
tio

n 
ov

er
he

ad
s,

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 c

os
ts

 in
cu

rre
d 

in
 b

rin
gi

ng
 th

e 
in

ve
nt

or
ie

s 
to

 th
ei

r 
pr

es
en

t
lo

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
co

nd
iti

on
.

(c
)

Ta
ng

ib
le

 c
ap

ita
l a

ss
et

s

Ta
n g

ib
le

 c
ap

ita
l a

ss
et

s 
ar

e 
re

co
rd

ed
 a

t c
os

t. 
Th

e 
So

ci
et

y 
pr

ov
id

es
 fo

r a
m

or
tiz

at
io

n 
us

in
g 

th
e

st
ra

ig
ht

-li
ne

 m
et

ho
d 

at
 ra

te
s 

de
si

gn
ed

 to
 a

m
or

tiz
e 

th
e 

co
st

 o
f t

he
 ta

ng
ib

le
 c

ap
ita

l a
ss

et
s 

ov
er

th
ei

r e
st

im
at

ed
 u

se
fu

l l
iv

es
. T

he
 a

nn
ua

l a
m

or
tiz

at
io

n 
ra

te
s 

ar
e 

as
 fo

llo
w

s:

Ve
hi

cl
es

7 
ye

ar
s

Ex
hi

bi
ts

7 
ye

ar
s

O
ffi

ce
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t
5 

ye
ar

s
Le

as
eh

ol
d 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

3 
ye

ar
s

C
om

pu
te

r e
qu

ip
m

en
t

3 
ye

ar
s

 
Th

e 
es

tim
at

ed
 

us
ef

ul
 

liv
es

 
of

 
as

se
ts

 
ar

e 
re

vi
ew

ed
 

by
 

m
an

ag
em

en
t 

an
d 

ad
ju

st
ed

 
if

ne
ce

ss
ar

y.

Th
e 

So
ci

et
y 

re
gu

la
rly

 r
ev

ie
w

s 
its

 ta
ng

ib
le

 c
ap

ita
l a

ss
et

s 
to

 e
lim

in
at

e 
ob

so
le

te
 it

em
s.

 U
po

n
re

tir
em

en
t 

or
 

di
sp

os
iti

on
 

of
 

ta
ng

ib
le

 
ca

pi
ta

l 
as

se
ts

, 
th

e 
ca

pi
ta

liz
ed

 
co

st
 

an
d 

re
la

te
d

ac
cu

m
ul

at
ed

 a
m

or
tiz

at
io

n 
ar

e 
re

m
ov

ed
 f

ro
m

 t
he

 b
al

an
ce

 s
he

et
 a

nd
 a

ny
 r

es
ul

tin
g 

ga
in

 o
r

lo
ss

 is
 re

co
gn

iz
ed

 in
 th

e 
st

at
em

en
t o

f i
nc

om
e.
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3.
A

cc
ou

nt
in

g 
po

lic
ie

s 
an

d 
ge

ne
ra

l i
nf

or
m

at
io

n,
 c

on
tin

ue
d

(c
)

Ta
ng

ib
le

 c
ap

ita
l a

ss
et

s,
 c

on
tin

ue
d

Fu
ll 

am
or

tiz
at

io
n 

is
 re

co
rd

ed
 in

 th
e 

ye
ar

 o
f a

cq
ui

si
tio

n.

(d
)

A
rt

ifa
ct

s

Th
e 

ar
tif

ac
ts

 o
f 

Th
e 

Ex
pl

or
at

io
n 

Pl
ac

e 
ar

e 
co

m
pr

is
ed

 o
f 

do
cu

m
en

ts
, 

pi
ct

ur
es

, 
te

xt
ile

s,
 3

D
ar

tif
ac

ts
, a

nd
 p

al
eo

nt
ol

og
y 

m
at

er
ia

ls
. T

he
 a

rti
fa

ct
s 

ar
e 

sh
ow

n 
as

 a
n 

as
se

t a
t a

 n
om

in
al

 v
al

ue
of

 $
1 

du
e 

to
 th

e 
pr

ac
tic

al
 d

iff
ic

ul
tie

s 
of

 d
et

er
m

in
in

g 
a 

m
ea

ni
ng

fu
l v

al
ue

 fo
r t

he
 a

ss
et

s.
 It

em
s

pu
rc

ha
se

d 
fo

r 
th

e 
ar

tif
ac

ts
 

ar
e 

re
co

rd
ed

 
as

 
an

 
ex

pe
ns

e 
in

 
th

e 
ye

ar
 

of
 

ac
qu

is
iti

on
.

C
on

tri
bu

te
d 

ar
tif

ac
ts

 it
em

s 
ar

e 
no

t r
ec

or
de

d 
in

 th
e 

bo
ok

s 
of

 a
cc

ou
nt

s.
 A

ll 
pr

es
er

va
tio

n 
co

st
s

ar
e 

ex
pe

ns
ed

 in
 th

e 
pe

rio
d 

in
cu

rre
d.

 T
he

 a
rti

fa
ct

s 
ar

e 
no

t a
m

or
tiz

ed
 a

s 
th

es
e 

as
se

ts
 a

re
 ra

re
an

d 
un

iq
ue

 a
nd

 h
av

e 
cu

ltu
ra

l a
nd

 h
is

to
ric

al
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

ce
.

(e
)

C
on

tr
ib

ut
ed

 s
er

vi
ce

s

Vo
lu

nt
ee

rs
 c

on
tri

bu
te

 t
he

ir 
tim

e 
to

 a
ss

is
t 

Th
e 

Ex
pl

or
at

io
n 

Pl
ac

e 
in

 c
ar

ry
in

g 
ou

t 
its

 s
er

vi
ce

de
liv

er
y 

ac
tiv

iti
es

. 
D

ue
 t

o 
th

e 
di

ffi
cu

lty
 o

f 
de

te
rm

in
in

g 
th

ei
r 

fa
ir 

m
ar

ke
t 

va
lu

e,
 c

on
tri

bu
te

d
se

rv
ic

es
 a

re
 n

ot
 re

co
gn

iz
ed

 in
 th

e 
fin

an
ci

al
 s

ta
te

m
en

ts
.
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A

cc
ou

nt
in

g 
po

lic
ie

s 
an

d 
ge

ne
ra

l i
nf

or
m

at
io

n,
 c

on
tin

ue
d

(f)
Fi

na
nc

ia
l i

ns
tr

um
en

ts

(i)
M

ea
su

re
m

en
t o

f f
in

an
ci

al
 in

st
ru

m
en

ts
Th

e 
So

ci
et

y 
in

iti
al

ly
 m

ea
su

re
s 

its
 f

in
an

ci
al

 a
ss

et
s 

an
d 

fin
an

ci
al

 li
ab

ilit
ie

s 
at

 f
ai

r 
va

lu
e

ad
ju

st
ed

 
by

, 
in

 
th

e 
ca

se
 

of
 

a 
fin

an
ci

al
 

in
st

ru
m

en
t 

th
at

 
w

ill 
no

t 
be

 
m

ea
su

re
d

su
bs

eq
ue

nt
ly

 a
t 

fa
ir 

va
lu

e,
 t

he
 a

m
ou

nt
 o

f 
tra

ns
ac

tio
n 

co
st

s 
di

re
ct

ly
 a

ttr
ib

ut
ab

le
 t

o 
th

e
in

st
ru

m
en

t. 

Th
e 

So
ci

et
y 

su
bs

eq
ue

nt
ly

 m
ea

su
re

s 
its

 f
in

an
ci

al
 a

ss
et

s 
an

d 
fin

an
ci

al
 l

ia
bi

lit
ie

s 
at

am
or

tiz
ed

 c
os

t.

Fi
na

nc
ia

l 
as

se
ts

 m
ea

su
re

d 
at

 a
m

or
tiz

ed
 c

os
t 

in
cl

ud
e 

ca
sh

, 
G

ST
 r

ec
ei

va
bl

e 
an

d
ac

co
un

ts
 r

ec
ei

va
bl

e.
 F

in
an

ci
al

 l
ia

bi
lit

ie
s 

m
ea

su
re

d 
at

 a
m

or
tiz

ed
 c

os
t 

in
cl

ud
e 

ba
nk

in
de

bt
ed

ne
ss

, a
cc

ou
nt

s 
pa

ya
bl

e 
an

d 
ac

cr
ue

d 
lia

bi
lit

ie
s 

an
d 

lin
e 

of
 c

re
di

t.

(ii
)

Im
pa

irm
en

t
Fi

na
nc

ia
l a

ss
et

s 
m

ea
su

re
d 

at
 a

m
or

tiz
ed

 c
os

t a
re

 te
st

ed
 fo

r i
m

pa
irm

en
t w

he
n 

th
er

e 
ar

e
in

di
ca

to
rs

 o
f 

po
ss

ib
le

 i
m

pa
irm

en
t. 

W
he

n 
a 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 a

dv
er

se
 c

ha
ng

e 
ha

s 
oc

cu
rre

d
du

rin
g 

th
e 

pe
rio

d 
in

 t
he

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
tim

in
g 

or
 a

m
ou

nt
 o

f 
fu

tu
re

 c
as

h 
flo

w
s 

fro
m

 t
he

fin
an

ci
al

 a
ss

et
 o

r g
ro

up
 o

f a
ss

et
s,

 a
 w

rit
e-

do
w

n 
is

 re
co

gn
iz

ed
 in

 n
et

 in
co

m
e.

 T
he

 w
rit

e
do

w
n 

re
fle

ct
s 

th
e 

di
ffe

re
nc

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
ca

rry
in

g 
am

ou
nt

 a
nd

 th
e 

hi
gh

er
 o

f:

th
e 

pr
es

en
t 

va
lu

e 
of

 t
he

 c
as

h 
flo

w
s 

ex
pe

ct
ed

 t
o 

be
 g

en
er

at
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

as
se

t 
or

gr
ou

p 
of

 a
ss

et
s;

th
e 

am
ou

nt
 th

at
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

re
al

iz
ed

 b
y 

se
llin

g 
th

e 
as

se
ts

 o
r g

ro
up

 o
f a

ss
et

s;

th
e 

ne
t r

ea
liz

ab
le

 v
al

ue
 o

f a
ny

 c
ol

la
te

ra
l h

el
d 

to
 s

ec
ur

e 
re

pa
ym

en
t o

f t
he

 a
ss

et
s 

or
gr

ou
p 

of
 a

ss
et

s.

W
he

n 
th

e 
ev

en
ts

 o
cc

ur
rin

g 
af

te
r 

th
e 

im
pa

irm
en

t c
on

fir
m

 th
at

 a
 r

ev
er

sa
l i

s 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y,

th
e 

re
ve

rs
al

 is
 re

co
gn

iz
ed

 in
 n

et
 in

co
m

e 
up

 to
 th

e 
am

ou
nt

 o
f t

he
 p

re
vi

ou
sl

y 
re

co
gn

iz
ed

im
pa

irm
en

t.

(g
)

U
se

 o
f e

st
im

at
es

Th
e 

pr
ep

ar
at

io
n 

of
 f

in
an

ci
al

 s
ta

te
m

en
ts

 in
 c

on
fo

rm
ity

 w
ith

 C
an

ad
ia

n 
ac

co
un

tin
g 

st
an

da
rd

s
fo

r 
no

t-f
or

-p
ro

fit
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
ns

 r
eq

ui
re

s 
m

an
ag

em
en

t 
to

 m
ak

e 
es

tim
at

es
 a

nd
 a

ss
um

pt
io

ns
th

at
 a

ffe
ct

 t
he

 r
ep

or
te

d 
am

ou
nt

s 
of

 a
ss

et
s 

an
d 

lia
bi

lit
ie

s 
at

 t
he

 d
at

e 
of

 t
he

 f
in

an
ci

al
st

at
em

en
ts

 a
nd

 th
e 

re
po

rte
d 

am
ou

nt
s 

of
 re

ve
nu

es
 a

nd
 e

xp
en

se
s 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
re

po
rti

ng
 p

er
io

d.
By

 t
he

ir 
na

tu
re

, 
th

es
e 

es
tim

at
es

 a
re

 s
ub

je
ct

 t
o 

m
ea

su
re

m
en

t 
un

ce
rta

in
ty

. 
Th

e 
ef

fe
ct

 o
f

ch
an

ge
s 

in
 s

uc
h 

es
tim

at
es

 o
n 

th
e 

fin
an

ci
al

 s
ta

te
m

en
ts

 in
 fu

tu
re

 p
er

io
ds

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

.
Ac

co
un

ts
 s

pe
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