Regional District of Fraser-Fort George

Regional Parks Plan

&
,A\ Regional Parks Plan

REGIONAL DISTRICT Regional District of Fraser-Fort George
of Fraser-Fort George

April 2021

L EFS

ASSUCIATES



















Regional Parks Plan | 04.2021

1. Introduction

The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George (RDFFG)
is located on the territories of the Lheidli T’enneh
First Naton, McLeod Lake Indian Band and Simpcw
First Naton. The Regional District encompasses more
than 52,000 km2 in the central interior of Britsh
Columbia. The Regional District is comprised of four
municipalites and seven electoral areas.

The Regional District is home to a diverse economy
with roots in trade, transportaton, and forestry.
The area has rich and varied landscapes including
mountain passes, the Interior Plateau, many rivers
and valleys including the Rocky Mountain Trench, and
sub-arctc boreal forest to the north.

In 1976, the Regional District opened its frst regional
park, at Ness Lake. Over the next thirty years additonal
parks were established across the region. Today, the
Regional District operates eleven regional day use
parks encompassing a total of 330 hectares.

The RDFFG adopted its frst Ofcial Regional Parks
Plan in 1981 (Bylaw No. 465). A revised plan was
subsequently adopted by the District Board in 1986.
Revisions to the Plan were developed in 1993 and
1998 but not adopted. The next revised Plan was
adopted in 2010, setng out priorites over a 10-year
tme frame.
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We will be a catalyst to
opportunities that contribute

to the economic strength of
the region.

of climate change and support
strategies that promote
adaptation and mitigation
efforts.

Since 2010, the needs of the Regional District have
evolved, the District’s populaton has changed, and
new trends in park and trail use have emerged. In
additon, the Regional District 2019-2023 Strategic
Priorites point to “Climate Acton” and “Indigenous
Relatons” as key goals it strives towards strong,
healthy, livable communites in the region.

RDFFG Regional Parks at a Glance
The Regional parks system includes:

e 11 regional parks

3 park planning areas

= 330 hectares of parkland

it strowe
¢ COMMUNITIES

We will promote and ensure

INDIGENOUS
RELATIONS
We will foster and build
relationships with Indigenous

communities that have an
interest in our region.

the livability and longevity of
our communities.

Figure 2. RDFFG Strategic Priorites, 2019-2023
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Berman Lake (Area C) 38 1976 Crown lease - ® e e e nm e e e e
Cedarside (Area H) 18.5 1993 Crown lease Village of
Valemount - - - - -
RD owned; MoT Village of
George Hicks (Area H) 2.5 1984 right-of-way at Valemount — — — — — —
bridge
Giscome Portage (Huble Giscome Portage
Homestead Historic Site) 22 1989 RD owned Heritage Society — — — — — — — —
(Area G)
Harold Mann (Eaglet Lake) 13 1984 RD owned - e e e e e e e e e
(Area F)
John Dahl (located within District of
District of Mackenzie 18 1990 Mackenzie lease Mackenzie — — — — ~—
boundary)
Koeneman (Area H) 4.5 1981 RD owned - | e e e e nm e e e
Kristian Winther (Area A) 28 2003 RD owned - | e e e e e e e
McMillan Creek (located
within City of Prince 60 1980’s Crown lease - - - - - -
George boundary)
Ness Lake (Area A) 84 (inc. 14 1976 Crown lease -
developed) L L L L L L L L L L L
Wilkins (Area C) 57 1976 RD owned - e e e e e e e e
Totals # of Specifc Facilities
329.3 - 6 RD Owned - 9 10 6 7 11 3 4 3 3 2 2 4 5 7 5

Table 8. Current Status of 11 Existng Regional Parks in the RDFFG
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7.2 Development Priorities

This secton provides a summary of the highlights of each regional park, current issues, and opportunites
for future park development, renewal and improvement. The proposed recommendatons are based on:
background review and analysis, input from government, Indigenous groups, the public and stakeholders during
the engagement process, individual park site assessments, and improvements noted in previous park plans.

The park development recommendatons are assigned a priority ratng based on urgency, and ease of
implementaton:

e High Priority (with 1-5 years)

e Medium Priority (within 6-10 years)

e Low Priority (within the 2020-2030 period as tme and funding permit, or afer 2030)

Chapter 9 includes additonal informaton on implementaton including cost estmates for each of the projects
listed below.

7.2.1 BERMAN LAKE

Park Description

Berman Lake Regional Park is located 45km west of Prince George. Park
highlights include a dock, swimming beach, and trails. Other facilites
include picnic areas, fre pits, outhouses, changing shelter, informal
lawn area. Trails follow the shoreline and naturally formed eskers,
enabling access to view a variety of wildlife and their habitats.

The park has two separate picnic areas. One is located in a small
treed area with a dock for launching canoes. The second picnic area is
located in a large open lawn area with a sandy beach, and a designated
swimming area.

Issues and Opportunities

During the engagement process, the public and stakeholders
expressed a desire for improved access to the dock and picnic areas.
Park assessments revealed a need for upgrades to the trails. Many
facilites such as the outhouses and picnic areas are not accessible for
those with mobility constraints. There is an opportunity for increased SR e s
interpretaton of the lake and wetland habitat and associated wildlife.  Figyre 29, Berman Lake Regional Park

Park Development Recommendations

1. Create more accessible grades to access the dock and picnic areas. (High)

2. Upgrade trails (including repair of wooden stairs, bridge railings, and trail surfaces). (Medium)
3. Install a viewing platorm into the wetland with interpretve signage. (Low)
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7.2.2 CEDARSIDE

Park Description

Cedarside Regional Park is 18.5 ha in size and is located 2.5 km south
of Valemount on Litle Cranberry Lake. The Park is maintained by the
Village of Valemount under contract to the Regional District.

Cedarside is a popular spot for swimming in the summer, and skiing,
snowshoeing and sledding in the winter. Facilites include a large
parking area, outhouses, picnic tables, fre pits and access to a large
sandy beach.

Issues and Opportunities

During the engagement process, the public and stakeholders expressed
a desire for improvements to the picnic area, beach and swimming
area, and the development of trails. While there is a signed trail from
the parking lot to the beach, a steep bank at the north end is used for
informal, more direct access. This is acceleratng erosion.

Future Park Development Recommendations

1. Widen the trail to the beach and develop a loop trail with
interpretve signage. (High)

2. Install additonal barriers to discourage access on steep banks to
beach. (High)

3. Rake and screen the beach. (Medium)

4. Install highway directonal signs at 200m and/or 400m before the
park entrance. (Low)

7.2.3 GEORGE HICKS

Park Description

George Hicks Regional Park is 2.5 ha in size and is located in Valemount,
BC. The Park is maintained by the Village of Valemount under contract
to the Regional District.

The Park has a walking trail and two viewing platorms that ofer
excellent Chinook salmon viewing opportunites along Swif Creek in
late July to mid August. George Hicks was the second most visited
Regional Park of those where the Regional District collects park
counter data.

Figure 31. George Hicks Regional Park

Other facilites at George Hicks include an informaton kiosk, picnic
area, and outhouses.
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Issues and Opportunities

A trail connecton was recently constructed between the park and visitor’s centre, as well as installaton of
a second viewing platorm and interpretve signage along the new trails. Due to its prominent and central
locaton this park acts as a gateway to Valemount and plays an important role for residents and visitors. Tourism
Valemount and the Village of Valemount expressed an interest in partnering with the Regional District to extend
trail connectons within the park. Specifcally, there is an interest in creatng a new trail that connects north
from the existng viewing bridge to the North Thompson Highway, to allow visitors staying at the campground
to access the park directly without walking along the Highway.

Future Park Development Recommendations

1. Support the extension of a trail from the viewing platorm to the North Thompson Highway on the
north side of SwiF Creek. (Med)

7.2.4 GISCOME PORTAGE (HUBLE HOMESTEAD HISTORIC SITE)

Park Description

Located 40 km north of Prince George, Giscome Portage Regional
Park was created to preserve the Huble Homestead, Giscome
Portage, and surrounding area. Located on the upper Fraser River,
the homestead site includes the original 1912 dovetail log house, as
well as reconstructed buildings including the general store, blacksmith
shop, barns and others. Events are held at the Park during the summer
season.

The Giscome Portage was a historic trade route used by the Lheidli
T’enneh, who called the trail Lhdest or “the shortcut.” The Giscome
Portage is a designated Heritage Trail operated by BC Parks. Trailhead
parking is located at the Huble Homestead.

. . . Figure 32. Giscome Portage Regional
The Huble Homestead at Giscome Portage Regional Park is operated Park

and maintained by the Huble Homestead / Giscome Portage Heritage Society under contract to the RDFFG.

Issues and Opportunities

< Giscome Portage Regional Park provides a casual, family friendly settng for visitors to relax, explore
the natural surroundings and learn about important history of area.

= Given the ongoing partnership with the Huble Homestead / Giscome Portage Heritage Society, the
Park would beneft from a park-specifc Park Management Plan, separate from the existng RDFFG
Cultural Plan, that defnes a vision for the Park, and clarifes roles and responsibilites.
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» Signage at Highway 16/Mitchell road is faded and should be replaced to atract more visitors.
Signage could beter identfy the park as a Regional Park.

= The parking lot could be improved with a turnaround area and designated parking aisles through
use of signage and physical delineatons such as bollards or islands.

« The riverfront trail is scenic but prone to fooding and can be extremely wet in sectons.

Future Park Development Recommendations

1. Prepare a park management plan (complementng the RDFFG Cultural Plan) that defnes a
mutually-agreed vision for the park management functon of this important park, and identfes
how the RDFFG will work with the Huble Homestead / Giscome Portage Heritage Society and other
interested organizatons to achieve the long-term vision. Include BC Parks to identfy and address
mutually benefcial opportunites for the Regional Park and Giscome Portage trail. (High)

2. Support trail enhancements on the site such as exploring alternatves for the riverfront trail and
creatng rest points with benches along the trail from the parking lot to the Huble Homestead
entrance. (Medium)

3. Replace Highway signage (at Highway 16 and Mitchell Road). (Medium)

4. Improve entry drive by adding signage at corners, and advisory signage at the frst catleguard on
Mitchell Road. (Low)

7.25 HAROLD MANN

Park Description

Harold Mann Regional Park is located 50 km northeast of Prince
George via Highway 16 East and Upper Fraser Road on Eaglet Lake.
The park is 13 ha in size and provides opportunites to view wildlife,
especially birds, on the short but scenic trail along the creek, marsh
and lake.

A large open area of grass, and a new picnic shelter provide fexible
spaces to relax and enjoy the scenery or take part in recreatonal
actvites. Fishing can occur from the shoreline, however no dock or
boat launch is provided.

Facilites at the park include picnic tables, a picnic shelter, fre pits,
outhouses, a swimming area and a changing structure.

Figure 33. Harold Mann Regional Park
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Issues and Opportunities

Beaver actvity has led to ongoing seepage from the wetland area, which is surfacing in the lawn as
it drains towards the lake, leading to standing water in some areas and erosion at the beach.

There is an opportunity for enhanced trails, viewpoints and interpretve signage around the
wetland area for wildlife viewing, especially birdwatching.

Future Park Development Recommendations

1.

7.2.6

Park Description

John Dahl Regional Park, jointly developed by the District of Mackenzie
and Regional District of Fraser-Fort George, is located within the
District of Mackenzie. At 1.8 ha it is the smallest of the Regional Parks,
and primarily serves the residents of Mackenzie.

The Regional Park contains the 2.2 km long Barb Dahl trail, the 1.5
km long Dick Dauphinee trail, and viewpoints overlooking Morfee
Lakes. Trails remain open year-round and provide walking and hiking
experiences in spring, summer and fall. The trails are groomed by the
District in the winter for cross-country skiing. The RDFFG contracts
basic maintenance to the District of Mackenzie.

Issues and Opportunities

Monitor and assess the impacts of the shoreline mitgaton work conducted in 2020. Consider
expanding as required to mitgate seepage along the lake shore. (High)

Improve trails along the creek and bog with sectons of boardwalk, and add informatonal and
interpretve signage to highlight the fora and fauna of the area. (Medium)

Install Highway signage (from Prince George) at 200 m and/or 400 m from the park entrance. (Low)

JOHN DAHL

There are very few amenites in the Park which diminishes
the quality of the park. The lack of amenites, as well as
wet areas mean the park is generally underutlized.

There is litle directonal signage to the entrance of the _ _ :
park and/or informatonal signage making it di®cult for Figure 34. John Dahl Regional Park
visitors to Mackenzie to utlize the park.

The District of Mackenzie has recently installed a small
informal parking area.
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= There are opportunites for enhanced viewpoints to Morfee Lakes, and increased winter use with
more consistent winter grooming.

Future Park Development Recommendations

1. In consultaton with the District of Mackenzie consider handing John Dahl over to the District for
use as a community park and acquiring another regional park site in the Mackenzie area, such as
at Mugaha Creek or in the Morfee Lakes area, if this would better meet the Regional District and
area’s park needs. Mugaha Creek and Morfee Lakes are discussed further in Appendix E. (Med)

2. Formalize a trailhead with a kiosk to convey informaton on trail use, etquete and maps. (Med)

3. Consult with the District of Mackenzie on optons to improve directonal signage to the park

entrance. (Low)

7.2.7 KOENEMAN

Park Description

Koeneman Regional Park is located near the southern boundary of McBride. The 4.5 ha park is located on the
east side of the Fraser River. The Park was donated to the RDFFG by the Koeneman family in 1981. The park
features the Koeneman House, a dovetail cornered log house, a picnic shelter and infrastructure to support
equine tourism including an equine emergency stop, rest area and parking area for accessing local riding trails
on McBride peak. Other facilites include a picnic area, outhouses, interpretve signage and informal lawn area.
The Koeneman House was previously used for community actvites but remains unused as local community
organizatons have not been able to raise consistent funds to support restoraton and maintenance.

Figure 35. Koeneman Regional Park

Issues and Opportunities

Since the 2010 Parks Plan the RDFFG has investgated the feasibility
of a boat launch. However, since the Village of McBride has installed
a boat launch directly across the Fraser River, demand for a launch at
Koeneman has been minimized. The Koeneman House is a heritage
asset for the park but requires upgrades and ongoing maintenance. The
ground in the park is sof, partcularly in spring making it susceptble
to rutng by vehicles.

Koeneman received the lowest amount of use of the Regional Parks
according to the 2020 public survey, underscoring that the park is
currently underused. Mult-use trail networks in the area (including
McBride Peak and the Teare Mountain Bike Trail Network) atract a
broad range of users including equine, mountain biking and hiking,
suggestng the park could be improved as a hub and staging area
for trail users. There is an opportunity for improved directonal and
informatonal sighage on the highway, and interpretve signage within
the park. There is interest in a non-potable water source for watering
horses to support the parks use as an equine rest area.
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Future Park Development Recommendations
1. Create a defned loop road, and upgrade the upper parking area with gravel and grading. (High)

2. Install Highway signs at 200 m and/or 400 m before the park entrance. Ensure signage highlights
equine facilites available within the park. (High)

3. Replace existng garbage receptacles and the outhouse at the north end of the Park. (Med)

4. Add interpretve informaton to the existng kiosk to highlight local heritage within the Park and
surrounding area, such as the Koeneman House and fre lookout near McBride Peak. (Med)

5. Investgate the potental for a non-potable water source on the site. (Low)

6. Consult with the community to defne levels of community interest in using the Koeneman
House, and supportng the long-term maintenance of this heritage structure. Apply for funding to
complete renovatons once community support becomes evident. (Low)

7.2.8 KRISTIAN WINTHER

Park Description

Kristan Winther Regional Park is located on the south shore of the Salmon River, 30 km north of Prince George.
The park is 28 hectares in size and has a short 700 m loop trail that follows the Salmon River and back through
new growth forest. The trail ofers opportunites for birdwatching and wildlife viewing including deer, moose
and bear tracks.

Facilites at the park include an informal lawn, picnic tables, a picnic
shelter, fre pits and outhouses.

Issues and Opportunities

e Erosion and undercuttng is present at three trail access points.

e Alack of highway directonal signage travelling south makes the
park underutlized.

Future Park Development Recommendations
1. Install interpretve signage and benches along the Salmon

River loop trail. Install warning signage and/or barriers
where riverbank erosion is severe along the trail. (High)

2. Install a kiosk in the parking lot with maps, trail and park ' ' B
informaton. (Med) Figure 36. Kristan Winther Regional
Park

3. Install Highway signage (on Hwy 97 travelling south) at 200
m and /or 400 m from the park entrance. (Low)
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7.29 MCMILLAN CREEK

Park Description

McMillan Creek Regional Park is situated in northern Prince George,
and is the only Regional Park located within the City of Prince George
boundaries. The Park is accessed via the Hart Highway 97 North of
Hoferkamp Road. At 60 hectares it is the largest of the Regional Parks.
The Park ofers outstanding views from the top of the Nechako River
cutbanks to the City of Prince George and surrounding landscapes.

McMillan Creek passes through a deep ravine surrounded by towering
Douglas fr trees. The creek is an important habitat for rainbow trout
and provides valuable spawning beds.

Figure 37. McMillan Creek Regional Park

Ascenic 2.5 km forested trail system, startng at the main parking lot, winds through several ecosystems allowing
an opportunity to view various plant species. A shorter, 1 km trail returns to the lookout on the cutbanks. The
northern porton of the park is currently undeveloped.

Facilites at the park include trails, outhouses, interpretatve signs regarding the geographic history of Prince
George and safe and scenic viewpoints of the City from the cutbanks.

Issues and Opportunities
» The parking lot is located away from the main trailnead forcing hikers to walk along a narrow
secton of Hoferkamp Road, and thus reducing the overall accessibility of the park. There are
limited sight lines in one directon for vehicles to see pedestrians walking along the road.
< Informal trails have been created at each end of the viewpoint fence line.
= Interpretve signage is in poor conditon, and requires replacement.
< There is an opportunity to further link the park with the City of Prince George trails system.
Specifcally, there is a vision to establish a connecton with the McMillan Creek Fishing Park
through the Heritage River Trail system. There are also potental connectons to the Cranbrook Hill
Greenway and beyond.
Future Park Development Recommendations
1. Improve informatonal and etquete signage at the parking lot for hikers using the park. (High)
2. Perform selectve pruning, and removal of dead and dangerous trees alongside the road. (High)

3. Extend fence line barriers and replace interpretve sighage to enhance the viewpoint. (Med)

4. Consider improvements to enhance connectvity and universal access to the viewpoint, and future
trail connectons to the McMillan Creek Fishing Park. (Low)
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7.2.10 NESS LAKE

Park Description

Ness Lake Regional Park is located 35 km northwest of Prince George.
The 14 hectare park has 1.2 km of trails within its boundaries. The
trails provide an easy walk to view the wildlife and plant life of the
park. The park is frequented year round with a full ffy percent of
survey respondents reported visitng Ness Lake in the past two years.

The park has a scenic lake front with a beach that provides access to
the lake for canoe launching, and a designated swimming area. In the
winter the lake is a destnaton for ice fshing. Other facilites at the
park include picnic tables, fre pits, a picnic shelter, outhouses, change
houses, terraced lawn area with a sand box, and a forested trail system

which showcases the site’s natural ecosystem and large fr trees.

Figure 38. Ness Lake Regional Park

Issues and Opportunities

The shoreline has experienced erosion, partcularly at the north edge at the end of the retaining
wall. A shoreline mitgaton project was undertaken by the Regional District in 2018 to address
erosion and stabilize the edge. Although erosion protecton measures have been introduced, some
areas of the shoreline remain steep, impeding access to the lake.

Access points along the outer trail can be accessed by motorized vehicles which are causing some
damage to the ditch and slopes.

Future Park Development Recommendations

1.

Monitor the efectveness of the shoreline stabilizaton project and conduct enhancements, as
necessary. (High)

Consider further improvements to the shoreline to improve access to the water for swimming.
(High)

Install signage and bollards or barriers at access points along the outer trail to discourage use by
motorized vehicles. (Med)

Enhance trails with additonal wayfnding and interpretve signage. Improve tmber stair access and
slope angle on trails at the south end of the park which are quite steep. (Low)
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7.2.11 WILKINS

Park Description

Wilkins Regional Park is located in Miworth, 15 km west of Prince
George. At 57 hectares, Wilkins is the second largest of the Regional
Parks. The park is located on the Nechako River with a large system of
trails ofering scenic views of large cotonwood trees. At certain tmes
of the year, salmon can be viewed moving up the river to spawn.

The site is popular for walking, boatng, picnics, campfres and in the
winter for snowshoeing. The picnic shelter is ofen used for special
events such as weddings, family gatherings and community events.
Wilkins is the most visited of the Regional Parks according to both park
counter data, and the public survey.

Figure 39. Wilkins Regional Park Facilites include a picnic shelter with a wood burning stove, outhouses,
picnic tables, fre pits, trails, a boat launch and a large lawn area
providing a place to hold events.

Issues and Opportunities
= The gravel access road requires re-grading.

» Trail access is discontnuous from the park gate to the river, requiring hikers to walk on the road.

< The concrete base around the wood stove in the shelter has been vandalized. There is some
damage (heavy rutng) in picnic areas at the east end of the park from motorized vehicle use.

» Paddling the Nechako from Wilkins Regional Park to Prince George is a popular day trip.
= The concrete boat launch is too short at some water levels and is experiencing erosion at the end.
Many visitors are using the adjacent gravel launch due to grades and conditons.
Future Park Development Recommendations
1. Repair the concrete boat launch. (High)
2. Create a short accessible loop trail with interpretve signage about the park. (High)

3. Repair worn or missing tmber elements, including bridge decking, loose railings and picnic tables.
Add railings to the boardwalk/bridge on the trail to Miworth Road. (Med)

4. Install educatonal sighage about park etquete including motorized vehicle use. (Med)
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Appendix D:
Projects Completed
From 2010 Regional
Parks Plan



Projects Completed From the 2010
Regional Parks Plan

Cedarside
« Fencing around pine beetle area
« Install barrier and restore steep bank to shoreline

George Hicks
« Add interpretve signage
« Trail connector between park and visitor center
< Install second viewing area

Giscome

« Install highway directonal signs (with the Ministry of Transportaton and
Infrastructure)

Harold Mann
< Install a picnic shelter
= Seepage control project (2020)

Koeneman
< Investgate boat launch

Kristian Winther
« Install highway signage
« Invasive plant removal ongoing

McMillan
< Trail improvements ongoing

Ness Lake
= Mitgate lake shore erosion
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Additional Regional
Park Development
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ADDITIONAL REGIONAL PARK DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

The following additonal potental future Regional Park sites were suggested for consideraton during Round 1
and Round 2 engagements with stakeholders.

CRANBERRY MARSH (ELECTORAL AREA 'H")

Background
The Cranberry Marsh site is situated just southeast of the Village of Valemount. It is recognized as a valuable
wildlife area and is a popular recreational
destnaton for residents of Valemount and the
surrounding area. The proposed site on McKirdy
Road is located on Crown Land, adjacent to a
319 ha provincial Wildlife Management Area
designated in 2013.

The area has signifcant year-round recreaton
values including bird-watching, wildlife viewing,
walking, hiking, canoeing, berry picking, cross-
country skiing, snowshoeing and skatng. The site
has an existng parking lot, easily accessible trail
system, and a new boardwalk with viewpoints
to the marsh.

Concepts from Previous Plans Figure 44. Cranberry Marsh (Photo: Valemount Trails)

The 2010 Regional Park plan contemplated development of a regional park at Cranberry Marsh (McKirdy
Road) to serve the local populaton as well as a draw for visitors. The proposed site was supported by local
proponents including the Valemount Chamber of Commerce, Yellowhead Outdoor Recreaton Associaton,
Friends of Valemount, Village of Valemount and BC Parks.

Current Status

The site received contnued support for consideraton as a future regional park during the 2020 stakeholder and
public consultatons. The proposed site is well used, ofering beautful views, and has the potental for further
development as a recreatonal area. Its proximity to town and the Valemount Visitor Centre make it an ideal
locaton for year-round recreatonal actvites.

Proponents envision additonal day-use facilites at the site such as portable toilets, garbage containers and
a picnic shelter. Existng facilites such as the boardwalk could be retrofted to be further accessible to those
with limited mobility.

Local organizatons including Tourism Valemount, the Village of Valemount and the Yellowhead Outdoor
Recreaton Associaton see a partnership opportunity and role for the RDFFG in supportng further development
of the site and would be willing to contribute funding and assist with planning, site development and maintenance
eforts. As a Resort Municipality, the Village of Valemount can access potental funding for allocaton through
the Municipal and Regional District Tax (MRDT), formerly known as the Hotel Room Tax.

















